
 
13 May 2020 

 

Gillon McLachlan 
Chief Executive Officer 
Australian Football League 
via email 

 

Dear Gillon, 

Thank you for providing a revised Return to Play Protocol to allow us to consider the 
conduct of the 2020 Toyota AFL Season in the context of the South Australian 
COVID-19 emergency response. 

The Protocol was considered by the Chief Public Health Officer and Deputies, and 
advice provided to the SA COVID-19 Transition Committee, including Chief 
Executives of Department for Health and Wellbeing, Department of Treasury and 
Finance and Department of Trade and Investment, and myself as State Coordinator 
for the COVID-19 major emergency. The Chair of the Committee was recused due to 
conflict of interest. 

As you may be aware, South Australia imposes strict quarantine requirements on 
interstate arrivals. 

The Protocol was considered against these strict quarantine requirements, and 
whether any modification or exemption to these quarantine arrangements could 
adequately manage the public health risk. 

On public health advice, the Committee has resolved that any economic and social 
benefits to be gained by allowing modification or exemptions to SA quarantine 
requirements for AFL players and staff were not outweighed by the public health risk. 

This means that on entering South Australia, AFL players and staff would be 
required to quarantine for 14 days, without leaving the property at which they are 
quarantining. Other people that are normally resident at the property may leave. 

Arrivals must quarantine separately from others in their cohort (for example, in a 
different place than their team mate), and must do so within South Australia. Out of 
state quarantine is not considered compliant. 

In addition to a modification or exemption being considered an unnecessary public 
health risk in South Australia, the Committee noted that as a highly visible part of 
society it is also important that the AFL model the behaviours expected from the 
public in general. The risk of complacency within the wider community rises if it is 
that these measures have diminished in importance. 



 

We acknowledge that for the AFL to recommence fixtures on its preferred timeframe 
this may require players and staff to travel to an alternate location for the medium 
term (Hub Model). We note these players and staff will be required to follow South 
Australian requirements on their return to the state, which may still include 
quarantine if applicable at the time. Players and staff will otherwise be bound by the 
requirements of the state in which the Hub is held while they are there. 

The Committee also agreed that the restrictions on training for sport in South 
Australia should apply equally to the AFL. In South Australia, at Step 1 until 8 June, 
allows non-contact training in groups of up to 10. Further information on the planned 
stages for these restrictions can be found in the South Australian roadmap. 

These restrictions are necessary to protect the South Australian community from 
increased risk of COVID-19 transmissions, and to ensure consistency between 
sporting codes and levels, and across other non-essential industries. 

Specific feedback on other public health elements of the Protocol will be provided 
directly by Dr Chris Lease, Deputy Chief Public Health Officer, Department for Health 
and Wellbeing. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Grant Stevens 
State Coordinator  
Commissioner of Police 

 

 

Professor Nicola Spurrier 
Chief Public Health Officer 
Department of Health and Wellbeing 

 

 

 


